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APAWLI looks forward to welcoming 
you to our 3rd National Summit and Gala 
Dinner “Facing Future:  Leadership 
Strategies for Asian Pacific Islander 
Women,” September 24-25, 2004 being 
held in San Francisco, CA.   These two 
events will draw Asian and Pacific 
Islander women from around the country 
representing business, government, 
community and education.  The Gala 
Dinner on Saturday, September 25 will 
honor recipients of the APAWLI Star 
Thrower Award for their significant 
community and leadership contributions 
that support Asian and Pacific Islander 
women.  Summit registration and 
information is available on the APAWLI 
website at www.apawli.org for more 
information.  

SAVE THE DATE! 
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THE LEGACY…. 

The Asian Pacific American Women’s 
INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Save
The L
Cale
Our S
A Ne
Julie
Boar
APAW
Sum
How 
How 
What is APAWLI? 
 

The Asian Pacific 
American Women’s 
Leadership Institute 
(APAWLI) is the only 

national, nonprofit 
organization 
dedicated to 

enhancing and 
enriching leadership 
kills for Asian Pacific 
American women 

eaders.  Our mission 
is to address the 

challenges facing us 
and to nurture 

rusteeship within our 
community by 

xpanding leadership 
capacity, fostering 

awareness of Asian 
Pacific American 
issues, creating a 

upportive network of 
Asian Pacific 

merican women, and
strengthening 
community. 
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Leadership Institute (APAWLI) became 
a reality with the help of extraordinary 
women, corporations and organizations.  
Together, they are affectionately known 
as “Our Founders.”  Due to their 
foresight and commitment, they created 
a catalyst for positive social change that 
has spread over the country for the last 
nine years!   APAWLI once again 
salutes and acknowledges our 
Founders… 
 
Vera Adkins                   Corazon Aguilar 
Linda Ahuna                 Kathleen Ajisaka 
Sophia Aldrich                      Linda Alden  
Susan Au Allen               Adele Arakawa         



 

 2 

 
 
 
National Summit:  
September 24 – 25, 2004; 
San Francisco, CA 
 
 
 
 
 
APAWLI gratefully 
acknowledges these 
contributions that have 
generously supported 
APAWLI’s mission. 
 
Corporate and 
Foundation Gifts 
 
Avon Foundation 
 
Bainum Family Foundation 
 
Farmers Insurance 
 
Microsoft 
 
Nordstrom Inc. 
 
Southern California Edison 
 
State Farm Insurance 
Companies 
 
Individuals 
 
Rosie Abriams 
 
Emmy Akiyama 
 
Paige Barber 
 
Mervina Cash-Kaeo 
 
Ling-Ling Chang 
 
Dorothy Chung 
 
Donna Cole 
 
Jeanette Dong 
 
Laura Efurd 
 
Anita Escandor 
 
Josephine Fernandez 

Nancy Araki                            Polly Baca        
Zulma Barrios  Patricia Brunson-Godbey  
Rogene Calvert                  Gloria Caoile                            Phyllis Quan                        Connie Rath  
Julie Chan                  Donna Chancellor 
Caroline Chang                  Diane Chang  
Elsie Chang                        Helen Chang 
Theresa Chang            Theodora Chann                       Marlene Shigekawa   Janice Shimokubo 
Lily Chen                             Nancy Chen                       Georgia Sorenson                      Lily Sun 
Angel Chi                                Mary Chin                            Gloria Sundaresan Karen Suzuki-Okabe        
Pamela Chin                     Deborah Chin               Patrice Tanaka               Christina Tchen              
Cynthia Chin-Lee                     Judy Cho                             Maeley Tom                                 Vy Ton 
Martha Choe                  Rachelle Chong                 Jo Uehara                                Anne Uno 
Hannah Chow                  Ramona Chun 
Connie Chung                      Mary Cohoe                           Betty Wong                     Chantale Wong 
Donna Cole                        Kae G. Dakin 
Lorna Daniels                    Paula Daniels 
Susan Dessel                             Lily Eng 
Eileen Fitzpatrick                    Jane Fong  
Yem Siu Fong           Eileen Yang Foong 
Penny Fukui                 Victoria Fullerton 
Judith Fungyoukee        Bernie Gerhardt 
Bei-Lee Gold                        Ginny Gong                            
Linda Goto                           Renie Grohl                           
Maria Haley                        Christine Hall                     
Dona Hanaike               Carol Hayashida   
Sumiko Hennessy               Irene Hirano                            
Sumi Hirasaki               Gloria Chun Hoo 
Chiyo Horiuchi                   Rika Houston    
Shuang Hu               Sally Huang-Nissen  
Evelyn Hu-Dehart         Jacqueline Huey 
Karen Hung                             Lillian Inai  
Jasmine Isobe                    Jani Iwamoto 
Kay Iwata                             Chizu Iyama 
Glenda Joe                       Dana Johnson                            
Shi Kagy                              Dolly Kaplan 
Helen Kawagoe                         Ling Kee 
Keiko Kawahara             Sandra Kawano 
Elaine Kim                              Phyllis Kim 
Lillian Kimura                             Jan Kish 
Jenny Kisihiyama         Joyce Kobayashi  
Joanne Kumamoto           Katsura Kurita 
Daphne Kwok                           Alice Lee                               
Lelanda Lee                          Martha Lee                              
Nancy Lee                             Regina Lee                            
Sandra Lee                              Suzie Lee                               
Wendy Lee                    Sharon Legenza         
Belkis Leong-Hong                Marcia Lim                          
Jeanne Lin                            Peggy Lore                            
Juanita Lott                           Judy Lussie          
Grace Lyu-Volkhausen      Judith Magee 
Shirley Maimoni               Sharon Maeda         
Prema Mathai-Davis       Fay Matsukage                      

           

     

Marcia Mau                        Heidi Meeker              
The Honorable Patsy T. Mink  
Jennifer Mei                    Yolanda Moses                 
Mamie Moy          Duk Hee Murabayashi  
Trisha Murakawa               Emily Murase 
Peggy A. Nagae               Kayo Nakatani 
Debra Nakatomi             Karen Narasaki 
Setsuko Nishi                  Kay Nishiyama 
Angela Oh                         Sandra Otaka  

Laura Padilla-Taylor           Virginia P`an CALENDAR OF 
APAWLI EVENTS Adrienne Pon                          Suki Ports 

Gloria Rodriguez                  Judy Sakaki 
Helen Schlichte                Marilyn Schlief 
Lily Shen               Kim Fong Sheremeta 

TO OUR 
SUPPORTERS 

Kit Williams                       Bet Key Wong 

Diane Wong                       Evelyn Wong 
Gerrye Wong               Jacqueljne Wong 
Linda Wong                         Lorain Wong 
Martha Wong                     Norma Wong              
Sue Wong                             Suey Wong             
Ann Yabusakl                 Sandra Yamate              
Cora Yang                           Melinda Yee 
Faye Yoshihara          Jacqueline Young              
Stella Yu                                  Helen Zia 
Anheuser Busch 
Asian Pacific Women's Network of 
Colorado 
Coors Asian Network 
Coors Brewing Company 
The Gallup Organization - Leadership 
Division 
Norwest Banks 
Philip Morris Co. 
Schafer & Rooke 
Verner.  Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson 
& Hand 
 
Still making a difference….one leader 
at a time… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NEW DIRECTION 

 
The Asian Pacific Women’s Leadership 
Institute (APAWLI) will soon celebrate 
10 years of training of Asian and Pacific 
Islander women for leadership roles in 
their communities.  Over the years, our 
programs have trained hundreds of 
women and have touched the lives of 
more than one million individuals 
through our community impact projects.  
At the February 23, 2004, Board of 
Trustees meeting, APAWLI  
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Tessie Guillermo 
 
Peter Hayashida in honor of 
Carol Hayashida 
 
Joyce Hicks 
 
Ellen Hui 
 
Elaine Ikeda 
 
Kay Iwata 
 
Joanne Kagiwada 
 
Hiroko Kurihara 
 
Jerry Lee 
 
Yvonne Lee 
 
Felicia Lowe 
 
Katie T Lu 
 
Nora Masters 
 
Jo Ann Mattson 
 
Leslie Moe-Kaiser 
 
Melinda Yee Franklin 
 
Donna Fujii 
 
Dr. Mamie Moy 
 
Angela Oh 
 
Aurora Rubin 
 
Michelle Russo 
 
Lauren Seeborg 
 
Jean Sun Shaw in honor of 
Martha Lee 
 
Colleen Fukui-Sketchley 
 
Colleen Sotomura 
 
Tina Sung 
 
Jayne Tran 
 
Joy S. Uehara 
 
Victoria Urbi 
 

President/CEO Mervina Cash-Kaeo 
announced her resignation to accept the 
position of CEO of Alu Like, Inc.  We 
thank her for her many contributions 
since her appointment in 2002 and wish 
her much success in her new leadership 
challenge working to bring quality 
programs to her community in Hawaii.  
 
As such, the coming year will be a time 
of growth and change for our 
organization.  Since 1996, when 
APAWLI introduced its first National 
Fellows Program, long regarded as 
ground-breaking and one of the best in 
the country, there has been 
considerable economic and social 
change.  In recognition of this 
considerable change, APAWLI’s Board 
of Trustees has adopted a transition 
plan which calls for the creation of 
opportunities for APAWLI to listen to our 
community of supporters to assess, 
reflect and re-tool our programs to 
insure that APAWLI continues to deliver 
relevant and cutting-edge quality 
programs.   
 
To accomplish this, the APAWLI Board 
of Trustees has implemented two 
strategies.  The first is the suspension 
our 2004 Fellowship Programs and the 
second is the convening of regional and 
local conversations with stakeholders to 
gather perspectives, identify trends and 
opportunities and assess interest central 
to APAWLI’s mission.  These 
conversations will form APAWLI’s future 
program direction as well as the 
recruitment plan and timeframe for 
appointing a new President/CEO. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to the 
Summit and look forward to sharing with 
you our future plans to continue to be a 
voice for expanding leadership 
opportunities, fostering advocacy, and 
supporting networks of leaders in the 
Asian American and Pacific Islander 
communities throughout the country. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

(Juliet Arboleda Beezley has been a resident 
of San Diego since 1962.  She is currently 
the Principal of Training & Development 
Resources, a consulting firm that specializes 
in management and leadership skills 
training.) 
 
Juliet Arboleda-Beezley has been an 
integral part of APAWLI for many years.  
First as an instructor for our National 
Fellows Leadership Program and our 
One-day Intensive Leadership 
Workshops, and later as a Fellow of the 
Class of 2000.  In 2001, she also took 
on the role of Program Director.  Juliet 
has now taken on the additional role of 
providing office and summit support 
during APAWLI’s transition period.  
APAWLI would like to thank Juliet for 
her continued commitment to APAWLI 
and its mission. 
 
 
 
 
Donna Cole 
Founding Sister 
National Fellow, Class of 1996 
 
Donna’s Company, Cole Chemical & 
Distributing, Inc. was named one of the 
top 40 premier Asian –owned 
businesses in the United States by the 
Asian Business News. 
 
Ling-Ling Chang 
National Fellow, Class of 2003 
 
Ling-Ling has been named the 
Executive Director of the Youth Science 
Center based in Hacienda Heights, CA.  
Ling-Ling is also involved with the 
American Foreign Policy Council-Asia 
Pacific Initiative based in Washington, 
DC. 

APAWLI WELCOMES JULIET 
ARBOLEDA-BEEZLEY 

APAWLI SISTERS 
IN THE NEWS… 
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June Wong 
 
Margaret Yung 
 
Helen Zia 
 
Donations were received 
between October 1, 2003 and 
December 31, 2003. 

 
 

 
 
Rosemary O.  Abriam 
Livermore, CA 
 
Zulma X. Barrios 
Omaha, NE 
 
Anni Y. Chung 
APAWLI Chair 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Linda Colburn 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
Donna Cole 
Houston, TX 
 
Colleen Fukui-Sketchley 
Seattle, WA 
 
Martha Lee 
College Park, MD 
 
Carol A. Hayashida 
APAWLI Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Debra Nakatomi 
APAWLI Chair Elect 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Anthony Waller 
Bloomington, IL 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martha Choe 
Founding Sister 
Board of Trustee, 1995 - 2002 
 
Martha took the lead in Washington 
State’s bid for the Boeing contract which 
resulted in Boeing deciding to assemble 
its new 7E7 in Everett, Washington for 
the next 20 years!  Boeings decision 
gave a huge bust to Washington’s local 
economy adding 2,000 – 3,000 new jobs 
in the area.  Congratulations Martha! 
Gena Lew 
National Fellow, Class of 2002 
 
Gena is the new part-time Executive 
Director of the Asian Pacific Community 
Fund. She has also begun a new 
consulting business whose focus is non 
profit organizational and program 
development, grant writing and meeting 
and retreat coordination. 
 
Virginia L. P’an 
Founding Sister 
Board of Trustees, 1998 - 2001 
 
Virginia has been named the managing 
director of Adam Friedman Associates’ 
China Division team. Virginia is a 
recognized business authority on the 
Pacific Rim and has over 30 years of 
experience in the region, including a 12 
year background in the financial 
communications and investor relations 
field. 

 

 

 

 

BOARD  
OF TRUSTEES 

 

 
 
 
 

APAWLI SISTERS:  Do you have news 
you would like to share?  Send it to 
APAWLI by May 31, 2004 for publication
in our Summer 2004 Issue!  

 
 
 
 
 
APAWLI 
P. O. Box 2330    
La Mesa, CA  91943-230 
 
Phone:     619.698.3746 
Fax:         619.698.5834 
E-mail: info@apawli.org        
Web:    www.apawli.org    
 
 

 
 
 

HOW TO CONTACT US 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Enclosed, please find my gift to help 
women who benefit from APAWLI… 
Ethical, caring, and committed Asian and
Pacific American women at leadership 
tables striving to impact social change.  
The category of my gift is as follows: 
 
 Warrior Sister  - $5,000   ٱ
 Abundance - $1,000   ٱ
 Generosity - $500   ٱ
 Graciousness - $250   ٱ
 Starfish - $100   ٱ
 Benevolence - $50   ٱ
 _______$ - Other   ٱ
 
�   In Tribute – Please dedicate this gift 
on the celebration of:  
 
(provide name above) 
 
(occasion:  birthday, graduation, wedding, 
anniversary, etc.) 
 
�   In Memory of:     
 
(provide name above) 
 
Payment Arrangements: 
 
 My gift of $__________ is enclosed   ٱ
(please make checks payable to 
“APAWLI.” 
 
 :I pledge to pay my gift in (circle one)   ٱ
monthly / bi-monthly / quarterly / annual 
installments of $__________. 
 
 :Please bill my credit card   ٱ
 
 VISA  ٱ 
 MasterCard  ٱ 
 American Express  ٱ 
 
Name of card holder:   
 
 
Account number:   
 
 
Expiration: 
 
 
Signature:   
 
 

Contributions are tax-deductible. 
��� 

Many employers offer a matching-gift 
program.   

Please check with your employer; 
your gift may qualify. 
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